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Russia interested in growth of India's influence
as an independent power centre, says Envoy 
NEW DELHI : Denis Alipov,
the new Russian Ambassador
to India, has said that the
Kremlin is interested in the
growth of India's influence as
an independent centre of
power - in the world as a
whole, but primarily in the
Asia-Pacific region.

In a detailed interview
with Izvestiya - the Russian
daily newspaper published in
Moscow - Alipov, a career
diplomat and dedicated India
specialist with decades long
experience of working in the
country, made it clear that
India occupies one of the cen-
tral places in the priorities of
Russia's foreign policy.

Alipov, a fluent speaker of
Hindi, said that India's deep-
ening cooperation with the
Central Asian republics and
the Russia-led Collective
Security Treaty Organisation
(CSTO) could be a game-
changer for the region in the
coming years considering the
current situation in

Afghanistan.
"We would be interested if

India deepens its ties with the
CSTO. India's contacts with
the organisation have already
been established. But we
would welcome more active
and close interaction of the
republic with this organisa-
tion," said the seasoned
diplomat.

The Special and Privileged
Strategic Partnership
between India and Russia is
expected to get further
strengthened with Alipov's
arrival in the Indian capital.
He will be succeeding Nikolay
Kudashev who is moving to
Singapore as Russia's next
Ambassador to the country.

In the diplomatic service
since 1993, Alipov worked in
various positions in the cen-
tral office of the Russian
Foreign Ministry and abroad.
From 2010 to 2016, he was
Minister Counsellor of the
Russian Embassy in India. He
then served as the Deputy

Director of the Second Asia
Department of the Russian
Foreign Ministry before being
appointed by Russian
President Vladimir Putin as
the country's next ambassa-
dor to India, last month

As reported by
IndiaNarrative.com in

January, Russia is not only
keen on expanding bilateral
interaction with India but
also through various multilat-
eral and plurilateral forums
in 2022, especially the
Russia-India-China (RIC) for-
mat following the Indian-
Russia Summit between Putin

and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi last
December.

Alipov, in his interview to
Izvestiya, highlighted the sig-
nificance of RIC, saying that
this format can actually help
"reduce the tension" that has
arisen between India and

China in recent years.
"Of course, we do not

intend in any way to impose
our mediation services, but
we will not refuse to help
build confidence between
India and China, if both sides
so desire. Because there is
simply no other way than
interaction, development and
strengthening of ties between
these largest Asian coun-
tries," he said.

Replying to a question on
India being part of the US-led
Quad alliance, the new
Russian Ambassador to India
said that Moscow would
never tell New Delhi who it
should be friends with and
which groups to join.

"We openly share our
views with India, but do not
impose anything. I am con-
vinced that the Indians them-
selves will figure out what
best suits their national inter-
ests," he emphasised during
the interview.

India, along with China,

Algeria, Egypt, Vietnam and
Myanmar, remained amongst
Russia's main partners in the
field of military-technical
cooperation during 2021.
Even as New Delhi goes
ahead full steam promoting
indigenisation in defence sec-
tor, Moscow expects the part-
nership to grow stronger this
year."In recent years, Indians

have set themselves the goal
of achieving self-sufficiency
in the production of weapons
- they want to produce them
themselves and do not want
to buy them abroad. And now
we are talking about cooper-
ation and interaction with
India in terms of the joint
production of weapons and
the transfer of defence.

'Can't reject offline Covid compensation
application', SC raps Maha govt
NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court Friday made it clear
that no state government can
reject offline application for
ex-gratia compensation to
family members of Covid-19
victims, as it rapped the
Maharashtra government for
rejecting offline applications.

A bench comprising
Justices M.R. Shah and B.V.
Nagarathna noted that the
Maharashtra government
has rejected over 61,000
applications out of 2.27 Lakh
applications received in con-
nection with Covid compen-
sation." No offline application
can be rejected "some appli-
cations were rejected on the
ground that they were filed
offline. Such a rejection is
deprecated and it is in teeth
of the order passed by the
court", said the bench.

The bench queried the
Maharashtra government
counsel, how can a poor per-

son file an online application?
It further told the counsel,
"You are not doing charity. As
a welfare state it is their duty.
Why are you sending people
from pillar to post..."

The top court said all
states have to accept applica-
tions on merit, whether
offline or online, and if any
government were to reject an
offline application, then it will
bring on record a reason for

rejection within a week and
give an opportunity to per-
sons to rectify errors.

During the hearing, the
bench emphasized that states
should make all endeavours
to pay the compensation
within a maximum period of
10 days from the receipt of
the application seeking claim.

The top court also direct-
ed all state governments and
union territories (UTs) to

appoint a dedicated nodal
officer to coordinate with the
member secretary of the
state legal service authority
(SLSA) to facilitate payment
of ex-gratia compensation.

The bench directed the
state governments to give full
particulars like name,
address and death certificate
to the concerned SLSA. It fur-
ther added that they should
also provide complete infor-
mation on orphans, within
one week and directed states
to appoint a dedicated officer,
not below the rank of deputy
secretary in Chief Minister
Secretariat, who will be in
constant touch with the
member secretary of the
state legal service authority.

The top court emphasized
that no compensation appli-
cation can be rejected on
technical grounds and if any
technical glitch is found, the

state government should give
an opportunity to cure
defects.

The bench noted that the
state governments have only
given statistics and not full
particulars of the registered
deaths due to Covid on their
portal and the number of per-
sons who have received com-
pensation."We direct all the
state governments to give full
particulars including their
name, address, death certifi-
cate, etc. to the concerned
state legal service authority,
including orphans within one
week from today...," said the
bench.The top court has
scheduled the matter for fur-
ther hearing on March 7.

The top court was hearing
a matter filed by advocate
Gaurav Kumar Bansal,
where it is monitoring the
disbursal of Rs 50,000 ex-
gratia for Covid-19 deaths.

If little effort was made, Kartarpur
Sahib would have been part of
India, says Rajnath 

SUJANPUR : Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday
referred to a "huge mistake"
during the drawing of the
country's boundary in 1947
and said Gurdwara Kartarpur
Sahib would have been part of
India if little more effort was
made. 

Addressing an election rally here, he said Gurdwara
Kartapur Sahib, the final resting place of Guru Nanak, is only
about four-five km away from International Border. "If little
efforts were made, Kartarpur Sahib would have been in India
only," he said.  The Defence Minister said vested interests were
trying to create divisions between various communities but the
government will not allow that to happen. 

Lauding the Union Budget presented in the Parliament on
February 1, the BJP leader said that for the first time in the
history of the country, a sum of Rs 2.37 lakh crore has been
allocated towards procurement of crops on minimum support
price. "For the first time in independent India, to buy the crops
of the farmers on MSP, a sum of Rs 2,37,000 crore has been
allocated in the budget," Singh said. 

The BJP is fighting the Punjab polls in alliance with the
Punjab Lok Congress of Capt Amarinder Singh and SAD
(Sanyukt) of Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa. It is the bigger party in
the alliance. Punjab will go to the polls on February 20. The
counting of votes will take place on March 10. Election
Commission has given some relaxation on public meetings in
view of the decline in COVID-19 cases. It has allowed public
meetings with 1,000 people. 

Homebuyers get respite as Delhi HC
restrains coercive action on EMIs
NEW DELHI : The Delhi High
Court has restrained banks
and housing finance compa-
nies from taking any coercive
action to recover EMIs from
homebuyers over incomplete
projects on a plea by a group
of homebuyers.

In a recent court order,
the bench of Justice Rekha
Palli, while hearing a case
involving the petition of
homebuyers who invested in
projects where the builders
were supposed to pay EMIs
till possession but they
stopped the payments mid-
way, said prima facie it
appeared that the loans were
disbursed without any regard
to the advisories of the
Reserve Bank of India and
the National Housing Bank.

"The balance of conven-
ience at this interim stage lies

in favour of the beleaguered
homebuyers, keeping in view
that they are being penalised
despite not being at fault,"
the Judge said.The court also
observed that grave and
irreparable loss will be
caused to the petitioners if
they are not granted any
interim protection.The plea
brings to light the sorry state

of affairs in the construction
industry.Petitioner's counsel
Advocate Aditya Parolia said
that the petitioners have
booked their flats by giving the
initial advance instalments.
She argued that the homebuy-
ers were now being asked to
pay EMIs despite the fact that
none of the projects was com-
plete or the builders had gone
into insolvency while the
homebuyers were still waiting
for the possession of their
dream house.The counsel said
that the banks and financial
institutions had disbursed
loans to the builders at one go
without verifying the actual
status of the projects. This led
to a situation where the banks
were demanding payment of
EMIs from the homebuyers
despite the fact that the
builders.

65% teenagers
get first dose of
vaccine in one
month: Mandaviya
NEW DELHI : Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya on Friday said
that 65 per cent of the ado-
lescents between the 15 and
18 age group have received
their first dose of Covid-19
vaccine since the beginning
of the drive last month.
"Young India's historic effort
continues. In just one
month, 65 per cent of those
aged between 15-18 have
been administered their first
dose. Under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the world's largest
inoculation drive is creating
new records," tweeted
Mandaviya. According to the
CoWIN portal, a total of
5,20,77,039 adolescents of this
age bracket have received the
first dose of Covid vaccine so
far. As per the health ministry
report, as many as 34.90 lakh
eligible adolescents have also
been given the second dose.


